
Colonial New England 
The Dwelling House





Medieval Hall House, Yeoman Farmer, Sussex, 
England 1400 - 1500





Possible origins and 
retention of the 
jetty: 
!
1. In addition to 
eaves, jetty further 
protects post-in-hole 
construction 
!
2. Efficient way to 
frame a 2-story 
house without 
weakening the 
vertical posts with 
too many mortise & 
tenon joints   
!
3.  Later, the jetty is 
embellished to show 
status due to wealth



Mayflower Cottage 
Essex, England, 1620 
!
(the form and plan is a result 
of the  
“Great Rebuilding”  
of rural England from c. 1570 
to c. 1640, due to enclosure) 



Parson Capen House 
Topsfield, MA, 1683



Boardman House 
Saugus, MA, 1687 
“Saltbox” (no) 
“Cat slide” (no) 
“Shed roof” (yes)



Chimney Stack 
Jetty (overhang) 
Pendant 



New England Box Frame (heavy timber frame) 
Rigid 
Permanent



Plymouth Village 
House 
!
Cutting tenons on 
studs 
!
Fitting studs to plate

Preparing the site

Text



Charring ends of posts Raising the first bent for bay

Raising second bent Putting end girt in place



Raising first pair of principal 
rafters 
!
Frame assembled 
!
Chimney framing 
!
Installing common rafters



Riving clapboards 
!
Smoothing clapboards 
!
Attaching clapboards 
to wattle and daub 
walls



The Command of resources



Colonial Architecture of the  
Sixteenth-Century Chesapeake



1606, Virginia Company receives charter 
from King James I with the purpose of 
establishing colonies in North America. 
!
1607, Virginia founded; the first permanent 
English colony in North America. 
!
1619, House of Burgesses established, the 
first democratically elected legislature in 
North America. 
!
term:  Tidewater Virginia





Tobacco 
Cash Crop Economy, in contrast to 
the family based farm economy of 
New England



The Slave Economy 
!
!
1619, Slaves are brought to 
Virginia from the Caribbean and 
sold to tobacco planters.  These 
were the first slaves in British 
North America. 
!
1662, Virginia law decrees for the 
first time that children born to 
black women “shall be bond or 
free, depending on the condition 
of the mother.” 
!
1705, Slaves are defined as 
property, allowing their owners 
to bequeath their slaves.  This law 
codified a long-standing practice 
of the 16th century.



CONSTRUCTION 
TECHNIQUES IN THE 
EARLY CHESAPEAKE 
!
Earthfast Construction 
aka 
Post-in-ground 
Construction



Cedar Park 
1702 
Anne Arundel Co., MD 
(brick veneer added 1736) 











Clifts Plantation, c. 1665, Westmoreland Co., VA,  

The Social Origins of Colonial  
Dwellings in the Chesapeake













Evolution of the Virginia House Frame





Why Earthfast Construction in the Chesapeake?





Ellis Family kicked out of Virginia,  
then they die of small pox in Maryland

Ellis His Chance, 1642

Ellis His Last Chance, 1662

Ellis His Chance 
1642




